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1 The people living, working or learning in Newcastle 
 
1.1 Guidance on using population and population projection information 
 
Measuring the current population of an area and predicting future trends is not straightforward.  
We use two key sources in Know your City and recommend you use them with awareness of 
their strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Office for National Statistics (ONS). 
This is the official source of population information about people living in the UK. 
It publishes Population Estimates every year (most recent is 2015 Population Estimates).  It 
also publishes Population Projections (most recent is 2014 Population Projections) 
 
The strengths of the ONS population projections are: 

• They are the best – and official – information available 
• They are updated and published regularly, based on updates to the population estimates. 
• They enable comparisons with the rest of the country 
• They are used by others, such as those who develop databases like POPPI and PANSI, 

to model projected numbers of people with specific needs 
 
The weaknesses of the ONS population projections are: 

• They are trend-based – the assumptions for future levels of births, deaths and migration 
are based on observed levels in the recent past (usually the last 5 years). 

• They do not take account of future national or local government policies, changing 
economic circumstances or house building 

• Projections are more uncertain the further they are carried forward. 
• The uncertainty is even greater if you are looking at small geographical areas or single 

age groups 
 
Newcastle Growth Forecast. 
This forecast1 was developed as part of the evidence base for the Core Strategy and Urban 
Core Plan (CSUCP).  Newcastle City Council in partnership with Gateshead Council 
commissioned Durham Business School/St Chad’s College at Durham University to develop it. 
 
The strengths of the Newcastle Growth Forecast are: 

• They take into account local knowledge and policy goals 
 
The weaknesses of the Newcastle Growth Forecast are: 

• They were built on the ONS population projections published in 2011 which have since 
been updated by the ONS 

• They cannot be used to compare with other areas and are not incorporated into 
modelling carried out by others. 
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1.2 Whole population 
 
This section provides an overview of the number and diversity of people living in Newcastle and 
how it is projected to change over time.  
 
The latest ONS population estimates (2015) suggest there are approximately 292,800 people 
currently living in Newcastle (289,800 in 2014).  We expect the population to increase over the 
foreseeable future.  The Newcastle growth forecast suggests this might increase to 312,900 by 
2030. Over the same time period, the latest ONS projections suggest the population may be as 
much as 317,200, rising to 327,100 by 2039. 
 
Figure 1.2-1 shows the ONS population annual estimates and projection trends alongside 
Newcastle’s growth forecast. 
 

 
Figure 1.2-1:  Forecast population change in Newcastle2 
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Figure 1.2-2: The structure of the current and projected population, by 5 year age bands for Newcastle 
and national  
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Table 1.2-1 shows the components or drivers that ONS reports will contribute to this population 
change. 
 
Table 1.2-1: The impact of different drivers of population change on Newcastle’s population (from 2014 
to 2039)3. 

Driver of population 
change 

Explanation Impact by 2039 

Natural change Birth and death rates Net gain of 29,900 people 

Internal migration Moves within England Net loss of 63,200 people 

International migration Moves between England and 
the Republic of Ireland, moves 
between England and the rest 
of the World, migrants, visitor 
switchers (see below) and 
asylum seekers 

Net gain of 71,100 people 

Cross-border migration Moves between England and 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland 

No gain/ loss 

Overall  Net gain of around 
37,300* 

*  Notes:  
a) Overall net gain figures do not match exactly the sum of the components of change due to rounding.   
b) Visitor switchers are people who enter or leave the UK for a short visit (that is, less than 12 months) 
but end up migrating for more than a year. These people are visitors who subsequently become 
migrants. 
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Table 1.2-2 provides further information on recent internal migration, illustrating the inflow and 
outflow within England and Wales during the year ending June 2015.  The latest figures show 
18,470 people moving into the city and 18,730 moving out.  This results in an overall net loss of 
around -260 people, similar to that in previous years.  It also shows that a large proportion of net 
outward internal migration is to neighbouring authorities - North Tyneside (net loss -620 people), 
Northumberland (net -80 people) and Gateshead (net -210 people).  More broadly within 
England and Wales, it is notable that there is quite a lot of movement between Newcastle and 
Leeds of around 600 people each way. 
 
Table 1.2-2: Number of people (all ages) moving into and out of Newcastle during the year ending June 
2015. Source: ONS, Crown Copyright 2015. 
Area Inflow Outflow Net 
England and Wales 11090 10720 370 
North Tyneside 1980 2600 -620 
Northumberland 1670 1750 -80 
Gateshead 1560 1770 -210 
County Durham 1120 1090 30 
Sunderland 650 460 190 
South Tyneside 400 340 60 
Total 18470 18730 -260 
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1.3 Population by life stage 
 
Here we give an overview of the population by a series of ‘life stages’. Figure 1.3-1 shows the 
2015 population estimates by 5 year ages bands with the life stage highlighted. 
 

 
Figure 1.3-1: Age structure of people in Newcastle, grouped by 5 year age bands, with the five life 
stages shown4 
 
Table 1.3-1 shows a comparison of Newcastle to the North East and England.  It highlights that 
Newcastle has: 
• A similar proportion of early and school age children 
• A higher proportion of people in the transition years, influenced by students living in the city 
• A lower proportion of people of working age living in the city 
• A lower proportion of people in later life. 
 
Table 1.3-1: The number and proportion of Newcastle’s population by the different life stages compared 
to the North East and England as a whole4 
Life stage Newcastle North East England 

Number % % % 
Early years (0–4 years) 17,300 5.9 5.7 6.3 

School years (5–14 years) 30,500 10.4 10.9 11.6 

Transition years (15–24 
years) 

60,800 20.8 13.1 12.4 

Working age (25–64 years) 
(aged 25-44) 
(aged 45-64) 

142,500 
79,100 
63,400 

48.6 
27.0 
21.6 

51.2 
24.3 
26.9 

52.0 
26.6 
25.3 

Later life (65+) 41,900 14.3 19.0 17.7 

Total 292,900 100.0 100.0 100.0 



For review, comment and to spark conversations ………………………………….Version as at 12 April 2017 

Know your city: a profile of the people living in Newcastle:  
People living, working or learning in Newcastle (A)                                                                      Page 7 of 21 
Downloaded from http://www.wellbeingforlife.org.uk/know-your-city 

 
Here we give an overview of the forecast changes in population by a series of ‘life stages’ 
derived from the ONS sub-national population projections.  The Newcastle Growth Forecasts 
are also shown on the charts for information. 
 
Table 1.3-2 shows the Census 2011 population data, the latest ONS population estimates and 
the forecast change from the Newcastle Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan population model. 
Figure 1.3-2 presents the Newcastle ONS population projections by life stage. 
 
The ONS population projections for Newcastle indicate: 
 

• The largest increase is in the later life group, by 44.2% (18,800 people) from 42,500 in 
2016 to 61,300 in 2039.  
 

• The second largest relative change is a 9.6% increase in the school years stage (by 
3,000 children and young people to 34,200).   

 
• Those in the early years’ stage will increase by 1.7% to 17,600 by 2039; and those in 

transition years are expected increase by 6.8% to 64,600 by 2039. 
 

• Whilst the working age group is expected to increase overall, by 3.8%; those aged 25-44 
years is expected to increase by 6.6% and those aged 45-64 to remain similar (slight 
increase by 0.2% over the period).  

 
 
Table 1.3-2: Number and projected changes in population by life stage 

Life stage Census 
2011 

ONS 2015 
population 
estimate 

ONS population projections for Newcastle 

2016 2039 Change 
Number % 

Early years 
(0-4 years) 

16,500 17,300 17,300 17,600 300 1.7 

School years 
(5-14 years) 

28,500 30,500 31,200 34,200 3,000 9.6 

Transition years 
(15-24 years) 

57,200 60,800 60,500 64,600 4,100 6.8 

Working age 
(25-64 years) 

138,000 142,500 143,800 149,200 5,400 3.8 

    Aged 25-44 - 79,100 80,100 85,400 5,300 6.6 
    Aged 45-64 - 63,400 63,700 63,800 100 0.2 
Later life (65+) 38,900 41,900 42,500 61,300 18,800 44.2 
Total 
 

279,100 292,900 295,300 326,900 31,600 10.7 
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Figure 1.3-2: Forecast population change based around life stages 
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1.4 Focus on the early years 
 
Table 1.4-1 and Figure 1.4-1 show there are currently around 17,300 young children living in 
Newcastle.  The numbers are expected to remain similar over the period to 2039, slightly 
increasing to 17,600 by 2039 (a 1.7% increase).  Table 1.7-1 and  Figure 1.7-1 provide further 
information. 
 
Table 1.4-1: The forecast number of people of early years in Newcastle 

Early years Census 
2011 

ONS 2015 
population 
estimate 

ONS population projections for Newcastle 

2016 2039 Change 
Number % 

Aged 0-4 years 16,500 17,300 17,300 17,600 300 1.7 
 

 
Figure 1.4-1:  The pace of early years change in Newcastle.2 
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Figure 1.4-2 presents the proportion of 0 to 4 year olds across Newcastle by small 
measurements areas called Lower Level Super Output Area (LLSOA).  Ward boundaries are 
overlaid. 

 
Figure 1.4-2: Population of 0 to 4 year olds (Early years) as a percentage of the total population by lower 
super output area geography.  Source: Census 2011. 
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1.5 Focus on school years 
 
The latest ONS population estimates suggests there are around 29,800 children and young 
people aged between 5 and 14, and overall the number of children in this life stage is expected 
to increase, by almost 9.6% by 2039. The 10-14 year group are expected to grow more than the 
5-9 year age group. Table 1.5-1 and Figure 1.5-1 show further detail. 
 
Table 1.5-1: The school years projection for Newcastle 

School years Census 
2011 

ONS 2015 
pop. estimate 

ONS population projections for 
Newcastle 

2016 2039 % change 

5-9 years 14,000 15,700 16,800 17,100 1.8 
10-14 years 14,500 14,100 14,400 17,100 18.8 
Total 28,500 29,800 31,200 34,200 9.6 
 

 
Figure 1.5-1:  The pace of school years change in Newcastle.2 
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Figure 1.5-2 presents the proportion of 5 to 14 year olds across Newcastle by small 
measurements areas called Lower Level Super Output Area (LLSOA).  Ward boundaries are 
overlaid. 
 

 
Figure 1.5-2: Population of 5 to 14 year olds (School Years) as a percentage of the total population by 
Lower Level Super Output Area. Source: Census 2011 
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1.5.1 Travelling to and from Newcastle for school 
 
The school census in January 2015 highlighted that 2,051 (around 6.2%) Newcastle resident 
children attended schools in other local authorities. 
 
Table 1.5-2 shows the breakdown of pupils attending state funded Newcastle schools by Local 
Authority of residency.  It shows that 1,396 pupils from outside of Newcastle were attending 
Newcastle state funded schools, around 4.4% of the total state funded school population. 
 
Table 1.5-2: Breakdown of pupils in state funded Newcastle schools by LA of residency, Source: January 
2015, School Census 
Newcastle State Funded 
Schools 

Newcastle 
Residents 

Non- 
Newcastle 
Residents 

Total 

Primary Schools 19,162 458 19,620 
Secondary Schools 11,849 861 12,710 
Special Schools 571 77 648 
All State Funded Schools 31,582 1,396 32,978 

 
 
Table 1.5-3 shows the total number of children and young people who attend the different types 
of schools in Newcastle.  
 
Table 1.5-3:  Breakdown of school population by type of school Source: January 2015, School Census 

 Nursery Primary Second
-ary 

Special Pupil 
referral 
units 

Indepen
-dent 

All 
schools  State-

funded 
Non-

maintained 
Total 

No. 
units 

6 72 15 5 2 7 1 8 109 

No. 
pupils 

593 21,314 15,607 822 96 918 225 4,070 42,727 

Note: The above table does not take account of where pupils live. Figures include pupils in sixth 
forms. 
 



For review, comment and to spark conversations ………………………………….Version as at 12 April 2017 

Know your city: a profile of the people living in Newcastle:  
People living, working or learning in Newcastle (A)                                                                      Page 14 of 21 
Downloaded from http://www.wellbeingforlife.org.uk/know-your-city 

 
1.6 Focus on transition years 
 
Information on 15 to 24 year olds is provided in this section.  These are the years of transition to 
adulthood.  The ONS projection suggests this population group is expected to increase by 4,100 
people (6.8%) between 2016 and 2039.  Table 1.6-1 shows the two age bands within the 
transition years’ group; those age 15-19 years are expected to increase by 12.4% and those 
aged 20-24 years by 3.8% over the period.  Table 1.6-1 and Figure 1.6-1 provide further 
information. 
 
Table 1.6-1: The transition years Newcastle growth forecast 
Transition 
years 

Census 
2011 

ONS 2015 
pop. estimate 

ONS population projections for 
Newcastle 

2016 2039 % change 

15-19 years 22,400 20,100 21,000 23,600 12.4 
20-24 years 36,000 40,700 39,500 41,000 3.8 
Total 58,400 60,800 60,500 64,600 6.8 
 

 
Figure 1.6-1:  The pace of transition year change in Newcastle2 
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Figure 1.6-2 presents the proportion of 15 to 24 year olds across Newcastle by small 
measurements areas called Lower Level Super Output Area (LLSOA). Ward boundaries are 
overlaid. 
 

 
Figure 1.6-2: Population of 15 to 24 year olds (Transition) as a percentage of the total population by 
lower super output area geography. Source: Census 2011 
 

1.6.1 Coming to Newcastle for higher education 
 
Young people from across the UK and internationally come to the city to attend universities. 
 
Data from our two local universities on where students come from to be inserted here 
 
 
 



For review, comment and to spark conversations ………………………………….Version as at 12 April 2017 

Know your city: a profile of the people living in Newcastle:  
People living, working or learning in Newcastle (A)                                                                      Page 16 of 21 
Downloaded from http://www.wellbeingforlife.org.uk/know-your-city 

 
1.7 Focus on people of working age 
 
We have selected those aged between 25 and 64 years to describe people in the working age 
group, although it is recognised that those from 16 onwards may work and increasingly more 
people work beyond the age of 65 years.  These years are important for family building, work 
and preparation for later life. 
 
The ONS projections suggest this age group is expected to increase overall by 3.8% to 2039. 
Those aged 25-44 are expected to increase to 6.6% to 85,400 by 2039 whilst those aged 45-64 
are expected to remain broadly the same, increasing by 0.2% (100 people) over the same 
period. Table 1.7-1 and Figure 1.7-1 provide further information. 
 
Table 1.7-1: The working age projection for Newcastle 
Working years Census 

2011 
ONS 2015 

pop. estimate 
ONS population projections for 

Newcastle 
2016 2039 % change 

25-44 years - 79,100 80,100 85,400 6.6 
45-64 years - 63,400 63,700 63,800 0.2 
Total 138,000 142,500 143,800 149,200 3.8 
 
 

 
Figure 1.7-1:  The pace of change in the people of working age in Newcastle.2 
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Figure 1.7-2 presents the proportion of 25 to 64 year olds across Newcastle by small 
measurements areas called Lower Level Super Output Area (LLSOA).  Ward boundaries are 
overlaid.

 
Figure 1.7-2: Population of 25 to 64 year olds (working age) as a percentage of the total population by 
lower super output area geography. Source: Census 2011 
 

1.7.1 Travelling into Newcastle for work 
 
The Annual Population Survey 2011 provides insights into the commuting patterns in and out of 
Newcastle for work. 
 
71% of working Newcastle residents also work in the city, whilst 39% work outside the authority.  
Figure 1.7-3 provides further information 
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Figure 1.7-3: Place of work of those who live in Newcastle.  Source Annual Population Survey 2011. 
 
44% of people who work in Newcastle also live here.  The remaining 56% commute into 
Newcastle for work from other authorities.  Figure 1.7-4 provides further information. 
 

 
Figure 1.7-4: Place of residence of those who work in Newcastle.  Source: Annual Population Survey 
2011. 
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1.8 Focus on people in later life 
 
The ONS projections suggest the later life population will increase by 44.2% to 61,300 by 2039. 
Within the later life age group, we might also expect to see more relative growth over the period 
in the older age groups; by 20.0% for those aged 65-74, by 59.0% for those aged 75-74 and by 
100% for those aged 85+. Table 1.8-1 and Figure 1.8-1 provide further detail. 
 
Table 1.8-1: The later life projection for Newcastle 
Transition 
years 

Census 
2011 

ONS 2015 
pop. estimate 

ONS population projections for 
Newcastle 

2016 2039 % change 

65-74 years 19,400 21,900 22,500 27,000 20.0 
75-84 years 13,900 14,100 13,900 22,100 59.0 
85+ years 5,500 5,900 6,100 12,200 100.0 
Total 38,800 41,900 42,500 61,300 44.2 
 

 
Figure 1.8-1:  The pace of later life change in Newcastle.2 
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Figure 1.8-2 presents the proportion of 65 and over across Newcastle by small measurements 
areas called Lower Level Super Output Area (LLSOA). Ward boundaries are overlaid. 

 
Figure 1.8-2: Population aged 65 and over as a percentage of the total population by lower level super 
output area. Source: Census 2011 
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